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[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\WH2BK5M3\MPj04384870000[1].jpg]The information technology revolution has led a change to the way we as writers manage our careers and navigate through information. We’ve entered an era where any reader can in one click find out who we are, which leads to ideas of branding and imaging. Yet it’s an exciting time, full of opportunities and if you can use the internet properly, it can help you attain your goals as a writer either to become published or to promote your work. 
Remember:
Luck=preparation plus opportunity
And using internet tools such as twitter, blogging and search engines, you can gain the skills you need to become a better writer so when an agent twitters that they are looking for queries, you are ready to seize that opportunity.
It’s also a way to reach out and broaden your reading audience in ways once not imaginable. 
Overview of web related tools:
Website Hosts
· http://www.icdsoft.com/
· http://www.godaddy.com/
· AwardSpace.com
· http://www.ixwebhosting.com
· www.dreamhost.com
· www.windingoak.com
· http://www.bluehost.com/
Examples of Websites: 
· http://www.scbwi.kr/
· www.christinafarley.com
· Inkygirl.com: Daily Diversions For Writers
· http://www.carrieryan.com/
· http://www.laurasalas.com/about/forwrit.html
· http://www.bethrevis.com
· http://catherineosornio.com/
· http://www.bonnybecker.com/
· http://www.susantaylorbrown.com/aboutme.html
· http://www.frogcatcher.com/index.html


· Things to put on your website: bio, writing publications, contact info, links
· It is recommended you ‘give’ something away on your website to create traffic to your blog. Ideas include: character charts, samples of queries, character questionnaires
[image: ]
Blogging
· Blogger- www.blogger.com example: www.christinafarley.blogspot.com
· Word Press- http://wordpress.org/ example: http://www.migwriters.com/
· Geocities- closing
· Live Journal- http://www.livejournal.com/
Choose your overall ‘theme’. What makes your blog different from others? What can you contribute or what draws readers to your blog? 
For example, Shelli’s focus is marking so her blog http://faeriality.blogspot.com/ is about just that: [image: ]
Flickr- http://www.flickr.com/
Twitter: www.twitter.com
· Follow writers, agents and editors to keep up-to-date information on the publishing industry. 
· Link points of interest to writing, blog entries to increase traffic, or articles you wish to share
· Use #kidlit or #reading to navigate through to areas of interest
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Facebook 
This can be used for networking and promoting your book. Many agents have Facebook pages
· http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-of-Childrens-Book-Writers-Illustrators-Korea/44701753151
Book Trailers
Book trailers are a way to promote your book like a commercial. They can be linked online on Amazon, blogs or your website. Can be shared through twitter or Facebook.
Types of trailers: 
1) trailers using still photos
2) trailers using live action
3) trailers using animation
Examples:
· Shiver: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QX82ggGCF7c
· Silver Phoenix- http://cindypon.com/silver-phoenix/
· http://faeriality.blogspot.com/2009/10/rebrandingbright-side-book-trailer.html
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How to:
· Make your own- see Megan Crewe’s blog for help: http://www.megancrewe.com/blog/?p=206
· Hire M2 Productions
· www.OneTrueMedia.com
Book Launches on the Web
· Use the net and keep a "guest book" with e-mail addresses so you can build (up) your promotional database/mailing list for future books
· [image: C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\MEDIA\CAGCAT10\j0216588.wmf]Door prizes- send those who signed your guest book bookmarks, door hangers or flyers on your book.
· Offer contests on your blog such as promoting people to buy your book or write reviews on Amazon or spread the word of your book
· Virtual foods (recipes and pictures)
· If you’re interested in a non-virtual launch: http://www.megmckinlay.com/TheLaunch.htm
Message Boards:
· Blueboards- http://www.verlakay.com/boards/index
· CBI Clubhouse- http://cbiclubhouse.com/
· SCBWI 
Great Sites:
· Children’s Book Writer: http://www.prokidwriter.com/home.html (helpful for work for hire)
· For magazine writers: http://www.kidmagwriters.com/market/report.htm
· Non-fiction writers: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NFforKids/
· Test your age level of your writing by copying pasting it into the box: http://www.online-utility.org/english/readability_test_and_improve.jsp
· Need a ryhme? http://www.rhymezone.com/
· Publishing industry site: http://www.jacketflap.com/megablog/index.asp?blogid=1113
· Get info on book's length, age level, publication: http://www.renlearn.com/store/quiz_home.asp#quicksearch
· Another search engine on books: http://www.dawcl.com/search.asp
· Message board for teens who read: http://z4.invisionfree.com/Like_OMG_Teens_Read/index.php?
· Get free email newsletters: http://www.publishersweekly.com/
· Idea generator: http://www.gkbledsoe.com/articles/process/writing_prompt_generator.html
· Also, this is a good site by Greg Pincus of kidlitchat fame about using social media: http://www.thehappyaccident.net/
· Follow Greg on Twitter: http://twitter.com/gregpincus
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